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UM LAW SCHOOL HOSTS MONTANA SUPREME COURT HEARING 
MISSOULA -
The Montana Supreme Court will hear a case involving family law issues at a special 
hearing Friday, April 17, on The University of Montana campus in Missoula.
The hearing begins at 9:30 a.m. in the University Theatre. Admission is free and the 
hearing is open to the public. The case, “Michelle Kulstad v. Barbara L. Maniaci,” will be 
introduced by Hillary Wandler, UM legal writing fellow.
Maniaci and Kulstad lived together as a couple for 10 years, during which time Maniaci 
legally adopted two children. When the relationship between the couple dissolved, Kulstad 
sought joint custody of the children. The Montana District Court awarded Kulstad a parental 
interest in the children, with joint decision-making authority and regular visitation, as well as a 
portion of Maniaci’s property. The Montana Supreme Court will review these District Court 
decisions.
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